


ABOLITIONIST HAVEN

OBED DENHAM
A VIRGINIAN WHO MIGRATED TO KENTUCKY AND THEN TO OHIO DUE TO HIS GROWING DISLIKE OF SLAVERY

FOUNDED THE SMALL TOWN OF BETHEL, 1

Support:

Cincinnati Bail Fund (Beloved Community Church)
Cincinnati Relief Fund

Cincinnati NAACP

Ohio ACLU

The Ohio Innocence Project

/|

Fraxinus
My, Birds for Black Lives
June 2020

www.birdcloset.com



https://www.givelify.com/givenow/1.0/NTU5MjE=/selection
https://www.gofundme.com/f/cincinnati-relief-fund
https://cincinnatinaacp.com/?fbclid=IwAR0NP7VgiwIjhebkH7PlAQImhAoUetOTkQ5IprDD57X3_PO9jsmn3TYbI3s
https://www.aclu.org/affiliate/ohio
https://law.uc.edu/real-world-learning/centers/ohio-innocence-project-at-cincinnati-law.html
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Tate Township c: o Y
frequently assisted by orted slaves in a wagon
Wi m, hauling oats as a cover.
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s in OX¢ o ionmaster-
when he e Ko orim o oed the I s o ganize  as an anti-slavery church. Obed Denham, .« | 2 number of slavery related cases.
Is o direction. \ litionist anq founder of Bethel, donated two lots for the churchto :
| in the op% iy ! build a meeting housc and cemetery. Denham placed a deed
Testriction upon the gift, prohibiting the use by “those who hold slaves
or commune at the Lord’s tabie with those who practice

slavery”.  The church became the first emancipating society west of the m—

3 o : Alleghenies. The church joined Sati
ing fugitives athis home, 5 4 J an association of
this farm on the | | anti-slavery Baptists of Kentucky. Members of the church wh ive i
| B i haybarn and cornshocks at ¢ ! e church who were active in the
| l 2.‘;3‘3{:2: o‘t? t;he ) 2 | | Underground Railroad (ILE. Plane St., Bethel
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} gssisted by transporting fugitives in wagons from Felicity to el and harboring them at his house near
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member of the Bethel Underground Railroad network
— as a teenager. guided
Fgltn‘/es from Bethel to the Elklick area near Williamsburg. He wq on
oceasion shoot hounds tracking the escaped slaves. rﬂ

ry
area conductor who carried on his activities throughout the Civil War,
many individuals involved in the Underground Rail

(@ T o e < Tour most ZHVETERTBETS of the Underground

Railroad.

: The Felicty Wesleyan Church g
as formed in 1847, when forty members of the Methodist Churcl
left over the slavery issue. SN

any of the children of Clermont’s
abolitionists were also enrolled. On at least one occasion slave hunters came to the school in

\ sc«'grch of a fugitive.
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} Wﬁm first cemetery in Bethel. The commum\ty was settled by
| abolitionists, many of whom are buried here. Obed Denham (1747-1817), the founder of Bethel, donated
{ the land for the burial ground to the Bethel Baptist Church. These lots were given with the stipulation that the
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You can’t

BLM

You can’t

No feeling for a sufferers pain,

No remorse or guilt or shame,

Though claims all honors to his name,
Will lie down alone and die.



W.ad rotting

ounded, wounded.

1 would give

to the human race




ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHE
ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHE
ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHE
ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHE
|m“"nHEM'HHGANTB“EAT“HGNTB“H\T“HEANTI!I!:A'H"M-“"'BBH“'“E

HALLENGE

.. cemmmn RN 1 GHEATHEICANTBREATHE
ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATH REATHEIC REATHE
ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATH REATH REATH

ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHE|

ANTBREATHEICANTBRER ANTBREATHEICANTBREATH

Co| €5

HE

REATHEICANTRREL ANTBRE! ANTBREATHEI
i RRE 1 I RRED

1
! R L | , ANIBRED

ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHE

ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBRERTHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHE
ICANTBREATHEICANTBRERTHEICANTBREATHEICANTBRERTHEICANTBREATHE

ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHE
ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHE
ICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHEICANTBREATHE

i
i




